Amazing Bonus Tricksfor Your K-9 Companion

Y ou are about to embark on an extremely fun adventure with your dog. By the timeyou
have finished this book you will know how to have your dog go and find any person or
object in your home. He will be able to bring you back anything you wish, evenif itis
hidden. He will be abdle to bring you a blanket if you are cold. Throw away your bottles
of soda or beer for you. He will fetch your keys, your cell phone, anything. What about
those nights when you come home late, and your hands are full, wouldn’t it be nice to
have someone switch on the light switch for you? Thisisdl possible, and not nearly as
hard asyou think. So lets get started towards training your pet some redly fun little
tricks.

To teach these tricks we are going to use aclicker. We need to teach your dog extremely
specific movements, and to do that we need to use aclicker. Y ou can pick up training
clickers from anywhere; your loca pet store should have some. Y ou can usudly find a
training clicker for a couple dollars.

The purpose of the training clicker isto replace the bridge. We tdked about the bridgein
my other book, and if you have not read it yet, | recommend reading it first. 1t will give
you a better foundation for the knowledge of trick training. To start training your dog
with the clicker, we need to teach the dog to earn clicks. Y ou will reward any action that
moves your dog closer to the end result you are looking for.

To dart out, have your dog st in front of you. Y ou should have about 40-50 treatsin
your hand, | liketo use smdl cut up pieces of cheese. | carry the cheesein asmall pouch.
Y ou will want to take atrest and hold it behind your back while your dog stsin front of
you. Sound your clicker and be completely motionless, then drop a piece of cheese on
the floor. The reason we are motionlessis because we want the dog to redize that the
only signd he gets for doing the behavior correctly is the sound of the clicker. Repesat
thismany times. It should get to the point where when you click the clicker, you can
practicaly see your dog start to salivate, because he knows he has atreat coming.

When you are to the point where you dog knows exactly what the sound of that clicker
means you are ready for the next step.

Your next sep in the clicker training of your dog will set the foundation for many
behaviors, so be careful to pay specid attention. Y ou should use astick that islong
enough for you to hold while standing up, and till be able to touch the ground. We are
going to train your dog to touch thisstick. Do this by holding the stick in front of your
dog. When your dog happens to sniff the stick, or touch it in any way, indantly click
your clicker and reward him. Make sure to act like he just hung the moon. Praisehim
extensvely and let him know he did agreat jog. Y ou need to put in enough time
teaching your do to associate atreat with the sound of the clicker. When he hears the
clicker after touching the stick, it isonly amatter of repetitions before he redizes that
every time he touches the stick he will get rewarded.



With each repstition put the stick in a different spot near your dog, make him have to
reach out to touch it. Then make him have to take a step to touchit, and eventudly have
him follow you around the house to touch it where ever you are. 'Y ou should remember
to put your dog in the “stay” podtion at various disances from you. Then tel him to
“touch it”, and let him break his stay, run over to you and touch the stick.

When you have your dog trained to touch the stick, we need to move forward in the
training and start having your dog touch things that you tell him too touch. Y ou can dart
with anything smple, like the door, or abell hanging on adoorknob. Lets say we are
going to usethe bdl. Put the bell on the floor and touch it with your stick; giving the
“touch it” command. Y ou might have to position your stick underneath the bell or behind
it, so as your dog is reaching for the stick, he accidentaly runs, or bumpsinto the bell.
Immediately click and reward your dog when he touches the bell. Idedly you would like
to sound your clicker as your dog bumps the bell and before he touches your stick. This
won't happen dl the time, but it helps your dog redize that he gets rewarded for touching
objects you touch with the stick, and not touching the stick.

When he will touch the bell every time on the ground, move the bell up afew inches.

Y ou can do this however you would like. Tying the bell to the doorknob on along string
worksthe best. Thisdlowsyou to adjust the height of the bell. With the bell hanging off
the doorknob just afew inches off the ground touch it again with your stick giving the
“touch your bell” command. Theidea hereisto give your dog a gradud progression that
isso much like the last step, with the bell on the ground, that it is't that much harder to
touch it whileitisinthear. Continueto raisethe bel higher and higher so that every
time you touch it with the stick, he runs over and touches the bell.

Now lets phase back your cue. Up until this point you have had to touch the bell every
time with your stick. So letsmix it up. After you have had afast paced training for 15-
20 reps and he has touched it every time, don't touch the bell on the next rep. Instead,
put your stick very closeto the bell, and tell your dog to “touch your bell”. Y our dog has
been in such arhythm that he knows what to do. Continue to phase back your stick
farther and farther away from the bell, until you can just say the word “touch your bell”
and he will obey.

A smple pointer that | would like to point out is that when you reward your dog for
touching the bell; reward him with histreat awvay from the bell. This helps reset the trick,
and give your dog better practice by having to gpproach the bell instead of being right
next to it.

Y ou will want to take your dog farther and farther away from the bell until he will

respond to “go touch your bdl”, evenif heis a the other end of the house, and in the
basement. It isimportant to phase the dog far back from the bell, because it will help you
when you want him to start to search your house for different things.

Training your dog to ring abell can be used in a handful of different ingtances. For
example, why don’t we train your dog to ring the bell every time he wants to go outsde.
We have dl had those times when are dog tried to let us know it wastime to go outside,



but we didn’t quite pay enough attention, and his bladder couldn’t hold it. That doesn’t
have to be the case anymore.

Thisisn't atrick that you need the clicker on. And it isn't atrick that you need to devote
to training sessons. It can be done throughout the day. All of our dogs give us that
sgnd that they need to go outsde. Or even if your dog didn’'t give you the Sgnd, hereis
how to train him to ring the bell every time he wants out. Pogtion the bell that we used
on the doorknob, near the door your dog normaly goes out. The only other thing thet is
required is that you only let your dog go outside if he hastouched hisbell. We are
conditioning him so that in order to go outsde, he must touch the bell every time, with no
exceptions. With basic repetition your dog will catch on. Thereisn't much of ahidden
secret with thistrick, and it doesn't take time out of your schedule to teach.

Turning on a Light Switch

The light switch routine is extremely Smple after you have trained your dog to ring a

bell. In order to teach thistrick you will need to go to your local hardware store and buy
alight switch. The light switch that you buy should look just like the ones you havein
your home.

After you have your light switch you are ready to begin. Y ou will want to teach thistrick
in the room where you want your dog to turn on the switch. Sit your dog down in and put
the light switch in front of him. Point at the light switch with your stick and tell your dog
totouchit. Your dog if he has learned the previous behaviors will probably touch it
without much difficulty.

Y ou should be doing thistraining fairly near alight switch, so that with each repetition
you can move the light switch closer and closer to the wadl. And then inch the light
switch up thewadl, until it isas high asthe red light switch. Make sure to reward your
dog heavily every time he touches the switch. Also make sure that you are teaching your
dog to touch the switch in away that will toggle the switch. 'Y ou may need to help your
dog do this by physicaly manipulating his paw to toggle the switch correctly. | dso
recommend teaching thistrick & night. The dradtic difference that turning the light on
and off gives, will go along way in heping your dog andyze if he did the behavior
correctly.

The verba cuefor thistrick will beto “touch thelight”. Make sure that you are telling
your pooch thiswith every repetition. And it should be no time at dl before he will have
this trick mastered too.

Training Specific Retrieves

In my e-book “How to Train Your Dog to be a Star Performer” | outline how to get your
dog to retrieve. | walk you through how to get him to pick up an object and put it in his
mouth, and | outline how you should tell him to drop it efc. What | want to cover with



you here are some more specific examples of how you can get your dog to identify
different objects, and put those objects wherever you want them.

The retrieve is the command that redly is the foundetion for the mgority of tricks. We
will show you how to use this command to pick up your child' s dirty laundry, throw
away trash in the garbage can, find your keys, wallet, extra blankets, etc.

If you paid red close attention, you would have noticed that we used the command
“touch your bel” with training the bl trick. We did this because dogs are very good at
meastering auditory commands. They have the ability to distinguish many different words
and know what they mean.

Lets start off by teaching your dog to bring you a blanket if your cold. Lets say you are
gtting on the couch. Y ou have been dozing in and out al evening but now you are
getting ahit chilly. If you keep a pile of blankets somewhere in your house, you have
nothing to worry about. We can train your dog to run to that pile of blankets every time
you give the “blanket” command.

To dart this behavior let your dog see you take the blanket off of the pile, and put the
blanket in front of hisface, and tell him to pick it up. He should know the “pick it up”
command from the teaching in my e-book, if he does not, then you will want to reread
that section and focus on teaching your dog to pick up different sorts of objects.

Gradudly lower the blanket further from your dogs face and closer to the ground with
each repetition so that your dog will pick up the blanket each time you tell him to. When
you get your dog to the point where he will pick the blanket off of the ground each time,
you need to train him to put it in your hands. For thisto work your dog should have
mastered the drop it command that is outlined in my e-book.

Every time your dog picks up the blanket you need to give him the drop it command.
When you give the command you need to have your hands underneath the blanket so that
you can catch it. Repest thisanumber of times until he putsit in your hands every time.
Then switch it up alittle. 1 want you to knedl facing your dog directly. Put the blanket
on the floor to the right of your dog, and give the “pick it up” command. Y our dog will
be forced to move to hisright to pick up the blanket; and when he picksit up will
naturaly straighten his head. Position your hands so that when he straightens his heed
and drops the blanket on command, the blanket will fal into your hands. When your dog
seems to have mastered that, move the blanket alittle closer to the blanket pile so that
your dog hasto take a step with one of his paws to go retrieve the blanket. Keep your
hands positioned undernesth where your dog's head was to art the trick, and tell your
dogtodropit. If your dog drops the blanket, and it does not land in your hands, do not
reward and repeat the steps until he getsit right. If your dog does not seem to be getting
it right, then fall back to apoint in your training where your dog was getting it right. In
time your dog will know that the blanket needs to be dropped into your hands and
nowhere else to get areward.



A dog that will return an object to your hand is dready haf way there. Now continue to
move the blanket closer and closer to the top of the blanket pile, so that eventually your
dog is picking the blanket off the top of the pile and brining it across the room to you.
Make sure to always use the command “get your blanket”. When you have reached this
point it isjust a matter of time before you will be able to phase your dog back into other
rooms of your house, and a a smple command he will run and retrieve a blanket for you.
You will never be cold again.

Y ou can use the exact same training methods to train your dog to bring you anything, just
make sure to call the object by name, and your dog will learn to bring objects to you by
their correct name. 'Y ou can do thiswith the telephone, your wallet, anything.

Keep in mind that you can have your dog pick objects off of more than just a pile of
blankets on the floor. 'Y ou can have him reach up onto your bathroom counter, your
nightstand, or anywhere.

Retrieving Objects to Specific Places

These types of behaviors are taught almost the same way as you would teach aretrieve to
your dog. There are only two things you would do differently in teaching these types of
retrieves. Oneisteaching your dog to pick up avariety of objectsin agiven location.
And the other is training the dog to put the objects in a basket, or bin of some kind.

Lets say we are going to teach the dog to pick up clothes from your child's room, or from
your room for that matter. Take your dog into the room you would like him to pick
clothes up off of. Have only one piece of clothing on the floor to art out with. Train
your dog to only pick up clothes that are lying on the floor. Y ou will do thisthe exact
same way that you taught your dog to pick the blanket off of the pile, except for one
exception, you will have your dog return it to alaundry basket instead of your hands.

After hewill return one piece of clothing lets add a second. The difference with training
your dog to pick up two pieces of clothing isthat you must not reward your dog for
picking up the clothing until he has put both pieces of clothing in the laundry basket.

Y ou train this by smply not rewarding your dog after he returns the firgt article of

clothing and instead point to the second, and tell him to “pick it up”. Continue to up the
ante by making your dog pick up more and more clothesto earn his reward, but do so
gradudly, eventudly getting to the point where if your dog sees the laundry basket, he
knows every piece of clothing on the floor needs to be picked up to earn areward. Now
that iscool. Y ou never new cleaning up your kid's rooms could be so fun.

A quick point to make here isthat the cue for thistrick is the laundry basket. Try to use
the same laundry basket each time you train thistrick. Thiswill keep your dog from
getting confused and speed up histraining.

Throw Away Trash




If you would like your dog to help you pick up your back yard after a party, or throw
away plastic bottles, cups, plates or any other trash you can use the same methods as
above. You will of course want to have alittle variation, but the same methods apply.

To teach thistrick just make sure that there is a garbage can that your dog can easily
access. Also make sure to have a 2-liter bottle; it makes nice trash to practice with. Tresat
the 2-liter bottle just like the blanket and laundry above, with the exception of having

your dog return it to the trash can instead of the blanket pile or laundry basket.

When your dog has mastered the 2-liter bottle move onto other objects, paper plates, cans
of sodaetc. Your dog should get to the point where if you give him anything and say
“trash”, he will take that object to the trash.

Y ou will aso want to make sure you use the command “trash” while teaching this trick.
Making sure that you have digtinctly different verba cues for your dog is very necessary
for him to understand to put things where you want him to. 'Y ou don’t want your dog
putting blankets in the garbage do you?



